
1972/11/23 


^cO<t 


* I 


ZZ 232340Z 
- T 0 P -6 



• . $72 NO V 23 . Pi 1 ' 7 

■ 

« 

/SENSITIVE /EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


20 


« 



JL 


(>A 


HAK to 24 

^“ 8ER i S *t«£.KDY FLASH 

^PLeSISThI FOLLOWING MESSAGE MEDIATELY 
1° ahbassadoe_bij hi;er m IHtSai g oh., clusiV e LY eyse only . 

VIA BUNKER CHANNEL • 

TO: AMBASSADOR BUNKER FLASH 

FROM: HENRY A • JJJ^FaSTEO SIX HOURS AND WE WERE CONFRONTED 

1* TODAY’S SESSION LASTED SIX «^ & S(JME IMPROVEMENTS , 

WITH VERY LITTLE GIVE. AFTER | ENT oN the STATUS OF THE 

INCLUDING A MORE SATISFACTORY AtEM THAT THERE WOULD BE ONLY 

DMZ, THE OTHER SIDE HELD RIGlDL^ MKn IMPROVEMENTS ' 

SJ«SOe5eR G IN JSeM*? 0 !!??* »HSSai*ilTH RESPECT TO THE 
ISSUE OFTJi FIR TROOPS IN S^TB VIETNAM. DEMAND THAT THE 

^^GetJeURRENTLY, THEY REI^RATED THLiK utim THE SAME 

rOLITICAL PRISONERS HELD BYJKHIEU RETURN FOR ONLY MINOR CHANGES 
hME FRAME AS U. S. P R ^ONE^ IN RETUHN p ^« TicAL pRIS0NERS , 

InW^POLITICAL CHAPTER^ 2 A COMMITMENT TO RELOCATE SOME 
LE DUC^rFTOTS£ftgi§Z^^ IN-LAOS 

OF THEIR FORCES^INMRM AND TO R SOUTH VIETNAM. HE 

CLOS E R TO TIlE -TTffE OF ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE IN THE 

INSISTED THAT B0TR C R ufr R THAN FIRM WRITTEN COMMITMENTS. 

FORM OF UNDERSTANDINGS RATHER DEMANDS ON PRISONERS AND 

HE INDICATED THAT IF « H|r T^THEII R^EM/ AND AppRopRUTE RES PONSE 

ONTHE NUHBER OF DROOPS THAT WOULD BE RELOCATED. ^ 

AND^T HE^OT HEr‘sOUT H^ VIET NAME SE^ AMBASSADORS HERE ^ I N^PARIS^AND^^ 

OUTLINED THREE OPtiONS WHICH ARE NOW OP •> J° T jJ E SEC OND IS TO 
TO BREAK OFF TALKS AT OUR NEXT M| THE ORIGINAL POSITIONS 

MAKE THE FOLLOWING ™P°SAL. INSIST ON THt ABILITY* 

ON THE POLITICAL PRISONERS HELD BY THIEU, giving " MpT T0 

TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE « E J“S L niCAL PROVISIONS ALONG THE LINES 

OBTAIN A MINOR CHANGE JJJ ISItctcnTHE ADDITION OF A SENTENCE 
THIEU HAS REQUESTED; AND INSIST ON TH FORCES WHICH 

WITH REGARD TO THE BE DONE ON A oS-FOR-ONE BASIS 

WOULD SPECIFY THAT THIS IS TO BE DONE u u UNDER- 

BY BOTH SIDES. THIS PROPOSAL WOULD BE p5f ICAL' PRISONERS IN 
STANDING THAT THIEU W °C L ° RE ^f S MCRTH E VIETNAMESE FORCES FROM 

IF-T." F ; B „I T s" E pR”o?0 E SAL m wo3u S BE E sEANTIALLY BETTER OPTICALLY 
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AND MARGINALLY BETTER SUBSTANTIVELY THAN THE AGREEMENT WE 
CONCLUDED IN OCTOBER. IT GIVES THIEU THE MINIMUM THAT HE' HAS 
ASKED FOR IF HE WANTS TO BE REASONABLE, WHICH HE SHOWS ABSOLUTELY 
NO INCLINATION OF BEING AT THIS TIME. THE THIRD OPTION WOULD 
BE TO ACCEPT ESSENTIALLY NO CHANGES IN CHAPTERS 3 AND 4 BEYOND 
THE MINOR ONES WE HAVE ALREADY ACHIEVED TO INCLUDE ACCEPTING 
THE DEMAND FOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS BUT IN RETURN 
DEMAND THE WITHDRAWAL OF A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 
TROOPS. 
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END OF MESSAGE 
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